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WEATHER December was mild with temperatures averaging approximately 5% above

ncrmal over the State, The month was very dry with no precipitation of
consequence except in the northeastern part of the State and southiern portlon of
the Panhandle, Some stations in the southwestern Panhandle recelved more tihan
normal precipitation for the month. There was light wind movement aad no severe
cold temperatures,

Temperatures averaged only slightly above normal during the week, with no
marked extremes, The beginning of the week was rather warm, but geasonably cold
weather prevailed during the middle of the week, and a littie warmer weather during
the last day., A little light snow fell over the Paanhandle, and at a few gcattered
localities elsewhere during the last three days of the weal;, but most of the State
received no meagurable precipitation, There was little wiad, sad several days were
clear,

CROPS Another week without moisture of consequence and mild temperatures further
aggravated the already dry situatioa that prevails in Nebvaska, The topsoil
is in a vulnerable conditicn for blosing sheould -Jnds of high velocity occur. In
the Boutheastern part of the state, several fz:a weils are going dry and water for
livestock as well as for domeciic consumptior is becoming a problem, Some counties
report the driest conditions of record, Precipitation duriag the past year;'hhile
not far below normal in some areas, occurred esrly in the yezr and algo the rains
were heavy and considerable runoff occurred, thus making less mcistuye availéble

foff the soil and growing crops. /- - j’/ /3_{0

finter wheat was showing some signs of coming out of the dormant stage, but
the 1owe; temperatures recently have slowed plant development e&nd most of the crop
will he safe from severe damage 1f a gudden drop in temperature to below zero occurs,
There was some loss of acreage from wind erosion during the past weeks, If dry con~
ditione continue, a larger portion of the winter wheat acreage will be placed in
the soil bank program,

Farm operations during the past week consisted mainly of the upual chores of
which feeding of livestock was the major one, There is very little £roat in the
.ground and farmers were able to mend fences and do some land leveling, Temperatures
genergliy were a little too low for the use of irrigation sprinkler systems, Many
farmers were searching for seed to be used for planting spring crops. At present
there appears to be a shortage of good oats and barley seed, Most farmers have
contracted for their seed corn and grain sorghum,

LIVESTOCK Livestock continue in good condition, Cattle in dry lots have made
excellent gains, but market prices have been decidedly on the low side
discouraging feeder operations, Range cattle have fared well under the winter con-
ditions to date as ranges have been open and feed available, Most counties report
a rather low supply of hay and forage for livestock maintecnance; and the mild
weather has been of material benefit in conserving this low supply., While a heavy
snow would be beneficial to the winter wheat and rye crops, it would cause a sgevere
drain on feed supplies and perhaps hasten liquidation or severe culling of some
cattle herds. Weather conditions have been favorable for lambing, and.a good crop
is expected, While the number of sows to farrow this spring is down from a year
earlier, the number of pige saved per litter from sowa farrowing is oq a, high level,

WEATHER BUREAU TELEGRAPHIC REPORT OF PRECIPITATION FOR WEEK ENDING JANUARY 7, 1957

Eastern Division Central Division Western Division
Grand Island O Burwell 04 Chadron 05
Lincoln .02 North Platte O Imperial | .10
Norfolk 0 Valentine 0 Scotzsbluff .05
Omaha 0 Sidney 0

Sioux City .02
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